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Editorial

This is indeed a matter of immense pleasure that, at the fag end,
the Journal of the Department of Sanskrit, Rabindra Bharati University,
Kolkata (Vol-XXV) is being published with the research articles
contributed by a galaxy of academics and scholars. The journal
comprises nine papers encompassing with almost all the branches of
Sanskritic studies. This is also no denying that the task of the
Department in this regard has no doubtedly been heavy and we the
members of this kind of academic family have tried our best to do
the needful for taking into consideration all important aspects of
Indology as far as possible. So we strongly believe in the fact that a
careful reader must not miss to understand the reflections of such
endeavour in the pages of this volume. The future, in fact, will give
the final judgement on whether this sort of publication will be useful
to the inquisitive readers or otherwise. But it's a natural phenomenon
to expect that the journals which have so far been published by this
Department are capable of arousing academic interest and thereby
creating insight among the emerging scholars to explore new avenues
of research work.

Like previous ones, this very issue is a peer-reviewed one keeping
conformity with the extant guidelines presently prescribed for such
publication. Thus the journal has satisfactorily been enriched by the
valuable reviews, comments and suggestions as noted by the learned
Reviewers. On behalf of the Editorial Board, I do hereby convey my
heartiest respect and gratitude to the External Experts who have been
kind to provide their lifelong earned expertise in the process of selection
for publication. Simultaneously I am to express my heartfelt gratitude
to the Reviewers who, despite being preoccupied with lots of academic
activities, have been able to spare so much of time in going through
the papers sent to them.
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I am extremely indebted to our Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Justice
Subhro Kamal Mukherjee without whose graceful support and
administrative approval the publication of this volume could not have
been possible. I am also grateful to all the contributors and all my
colleagues to whom the credit goes for this publication and for whatever
intellectual outcome the journal presents to the academic world. I
am also thankful to the Registrar (officiating) and the Finance officer
(Acting) and the staff of the relevant quarters for providing required
administrative and financial co-operation. Thanks are also due to the
staff of the publication Department for rendering necessary help in
the process of this publication.

At last but not the least, I am to admit that I am responsible for
the shortcomings one may come across through the lines of the volume
for which I can only crave indulgence of my patient readers.

Let the learned ones enjoy this kind of academic festivity—a
paritosad vidusam na sadhu manye prayogavijianam.

March, 2025 Monidipa Das
Kolkata Department of Sanskrit
Rabindra Bharati University
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IMPACT OF SANSKRITIC HERITAGE ON
CONTEMPORARY INDIAN SOCIETY

Gopalchandra Misra

Abstract

[Language is considered to be the vehicle of all sorts of human
thoughts. It gives birth to a heritage that becomes a repository
of the society concerned. Hence, the families of languages
prevalent in India in general and Sanskrit in particular have
become the embodiments of age old heritage of India. This kind
of heritage of India is being well lulled predominantly in Sanskrit
Literature. Hence, the evaluation of languages in different parts
of this country, the ups and downs of education system across
the country, the prescripts and prohibitions of marriage system,
a well established and widely acclaimed democratic set up, an
ideal base of secularism and socialism, a gratifying thread of
unity in diversity, a unique state of balance between spiritualism
and materialism, a well set perspective of political thoughts and
ideals leading to the articulation of a foreign policy are all
proclaiming their illuminating existence which are invariably
imbibed from an age old heritage preserved in the Sanskrit
scriptures of our motherland i.e Bharata or India.]

Language is considered to be the most effective vehicle of
human thoughts. So language and literature of each and every
human society flash indelible impact on its contemporary society.
Sanskrit, as an undenyingly age old language of Indian heritage,
cannot be an exception to this common phenomenon. This sort
of language and literature, in fact, has been continuing to be the
most effective repository of all kinds of thoughts of a major part



10 JOURNAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SANSKRIT

of Indian population starting from a hoary antiquity down to
the present time. As a sequel to this fact, it has given birth to
such a holistic culture the ever flowing river of which is still
continuing to influence the contemporary Indian society.
Social impact is such a widely pervading concept which
invariably speaks for its lingua franca. Because, in its natural
course, language reflects thoughts and intellect of the people in
the society. In this connection, however, a commonly known
fact regarding languages of India draws special attention. The
history of Indian language, as known to the critics as well as the
readers of Indian Philology, presents a language map of India
today comprising several thousand languages mostly belonging
to five major language families which are categorically known
as Indo-Aryan (Arya), Dravidian (Dravida, Austric (Nisada),
Semetic Hametic (Arbic, Urdu) and Tibeto-Burmese (Kirata).
Although a huge number of languages have been emerged from
New Indo-Aryan family of languages, many more Indian
languages are known to have been flourished under mutual
influence so much so that several thousand non-Aryan words
have crept into Sanskrit vocabulary.! Today no one can deny
the fact that the languages like Assamese, Bengali, Gujrati, Hindi,
Kashmiri, Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi, Rajasthani, Sindhri and so
on have directly been emerged from New Indo-European family
i.e. Sanskrit. Evidently all these languages bear affinities with
Sanskrit from the view points of alphabet, classification and
grammatical rules. Even the languages known to have been
derived from Dravidian group of languages have indirectly been
influenced by Sanskrit to a great extent. Telugu dictionary, as
for example, contains 65% of Sanskrit words (twenty five thousand
out of forty thousand words). A large number of Sanskrit literary
works are known to have been either adapted or translated into

! Sanskrit Language- T. Burrow
Paninian Interpretation of the Sanskrit Language- N.C. Nath
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Telugu. The same scenario is seen in respect of Kannada and
Malayalam languages. Most of the grammars of Kanada,
Malayalam and Telugu which are in use today have profusely
been enriched by Sanskrit commentaries, explanatory notes and
so on. In Kerala, in particular, it has surprisingly been observed
that people there are freely employing Sanskrit words with
Malayalam endings. This kind of peculiar literary dialect is now
known to be ‘Manipravalam’ (a necklace strung with pearls and
corals). Such a strong bonding, in sooth, between Sanskrit and
Dravidian group of languages is still bearing marks of unity in
diversity in the contemporary Indian society.

Who does not know that the society of a country stands on
its education system? The education system of a country like
India that developed much in the 'sitrasahitya’ period remained
continuing before the invasion and advent of the foreign rulers.
During almost seven hundred years of Muslim rule and more
than two hundred fifty years of British rule in India gradually
but steadily broke the backbone of the indigenous education
system of India which grew up and flourished in the light of
Sanskrit scriptures and manuals. Although efforts were taken
by some Indians like Balgangadhar Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi,
Aurobindo, Rabindranath Tagore, Swami Vivekananda, Pandit
Dinadayal Upadhyay, Madan Mohan Malavya and so on to retain
and revive the fundamental education system of India, the
endeavours, to utter surprise, did not get coveted response from
the modern Indian policy makers. Only a small number of
‘Gunrkul” institutions are twinkling for continuing the remnants
of ancient Indian education system based on an enriched value
oriented tradition. Only a few institutions like Viswabharati and
Vidyabharati are bearing the blink of our Sanskritic education
system that enlightened ancient India for centuries.

None can deny the fact that the basis of a society, more or
less, remains rooted in its marriage system. The Asgvalayana-
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grhyasutra’, in particular, speaks for the ancient Indian marriage
system in details. Surprisingly enough, this very grhyasiuitra has
minutely delineated each and every detail of marriage system
starting from the age of marriage down to selection of bride
and bride-groom and many other related matters. Speaking on
the marriageable age of a bride-groom, the said sturtra literature
states that a male be considered for marriage just after the time
of first shaving of his beard.? Even when the beard is grown at a
belated period, the male being is said suitable for getting marriage.
In consideration of a solution of this kind of problem, the same
grhyasutra takes a balanced stand and thereby opines that a
male can get marriage at any age suitable to him.? Another sttra
of the same book gives instruction that a bridegroom should be
selected in such a way that may ascertain intellect of him.* Even
more, the said grhyasttra, as expected, fixes up the criteria for
selection of a bride. It has been prescribed here in this text that
an intelligent, beautiful and healthy (deseaseless) female is the
best befitting bride for marriage.> Two words in this text in
particular such as ‘Sila” and ‘arogam’ attract special attention.
In the current society while selecting a bride for an arranged
marriage, we usually put importance on the family tradition of
the marriageable girl. This is done because of the fact that the
future generation depends much on a mother rather than a good
tather. Moreover, a healthy as well as diseaseless mother can
give birth to a diseaseless baby who is expected to be a good
citizen of this world. In our age also, it has obligatory both for
the bridegroom and the bride to undergo ‘blood test’” to ascertain
matching blood group and thereby a healthy conjugal life.
Manusanihita enumerates eightfold marriage system of ancient
India.® Chronologically and categorically they are known as

Asvalayanagrhyasttra 1.4.1

Ibid 1.4.2

buddhimate kanyam prayacchate AGS 1.5.2
buddhirapasilalaksanasampannamarogamupayacchet- AGS 1.5.3

g W N
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‘brahma’, ‘daiva’, ‘arsa’, ‘prajapatya’, ‘gandharva’, ‘asura’,
‘raksasa’ and 'paisaca'. According to ‘brahma’ type, a boy becomes
eligible to get married once he completes the tenure of his '‘brahma-
carya'. This is an arranged type of marriage where the parents
of the boy put importance on the family background of the girl
and on the contrary, the parents of the girl ensure whether the
boy has acquired sufficient knowledge in the Vedas or not.
According to ‘daiva’ type of marriage, the family of the girl waits
for a particular period to get her married. But, in the event of
their failure in finding out a suitable groom for their daughter,
she is given married to a priest who conducts sacrifices in a regular
course. ‘Arsa’ marriage is one type of peculiar marriage wherein
a girl is married to an old aged sage. In the “prajapatya’ type of
marriage, the father of the bride goes in search of a suitable groom
for his daughter and marriage takes place on the basis of mutual
understanding of both the families of the groom and the bride.
But, in the ‘gandharva’ form of marriage, the groom and the
bride get married secretly on mutual consent without taking
consent of their parents or guardians. According to ‘raksasa’
type of marriage, the groom fights battles with the bride's family
and after being successful in overcoming them, takes and carries
her away to marry her. This is to be noted that in the ‘raksasa’
type, in most of the cases, there lies the consent of the bride to
marry the victorious groom. But in the ‘paisaca’ type of marriage,
the wish of the girl is not at all considered even when she is not
at all willing to marry the boy. In fact, she is forced to marry
and this is why this type of marriage is considered to be a forced
sort of marriage. Mention be made in the connection that, though
there's no trace of dowry in the ‘brahma’ and the ‘daiva’ types
of marriage, there's found a system in the ‘arsa’ marriage wherein
the bride is given two cows in exchange of what is received from
the groom. Even if the groom in most of the cases in ‘arsa’ type

¢ Manusambhita. 3.20
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of marriage is not a natural choice of the bride, he gives as much
as wealth as he can afford to the parents and relatives of the
bride. Hence, itis noticeable in this regard that “prajapatya’ form
of marriage in most of the cases is still in vogue in the current
social system of India. The ‘gandharva’ form of marriage , as it
is observed now-a-days, is becoming gradually popular in the
current social system of the country in the shape of ‘love marriage’.
This kind of marriage is obviously a new version of the then
‘gandharva’ wherein there’s no trace of dowry and in most of
the cases, mutual consent is available both from the parents or
the guardians of the groom and the bride. But the dark side of
the present Indian marriage system is that, in spite of higher
growth of-education, caste discrimination and dowry are still
existing in the system giving blow to our so called progressive
attitude.

Indian social set up is often adored by other countries of the
world because of her democratic attitude which she invariably
imbibed from her age old Sanskrit scriptures. There’s a well known
vedic mantra found in its ‘sajhaanasttra’” which goes to advise
us for moving and speaking together and keeping our minds
attuned together to lead an organised life. Democracy is usually
taken to be a distinguishing mark of progressive humanity. In
spite of hierarchic society for which the institution of caste is
consolidated on Indian soil, India is being accepted as the largest
democratic country of the world and the fact is accepted in the
international level. Here in her political policy, the virtual power
centre right now is verily kept in the hands of the people of
India. The Indian constitution declares India as such a democratic
country where the real administrative power is vested with her
people.® This is an exact echo of the saying of Kalidasa, the great
poet of ancient India, who proclaims in his Raghvamsa

7 ‘sarhgacchadhvam samvadaddharh sarh vo manarhsi janatam’-Rgveda

10.191.2
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Mahakavya that a ruler can achieve the position of a king in its
true sense by satisfying the needs of his subjects to the fullest
extent.” One more important point in this connection is to be
noted here that the democratic system of India does not spare
any sort of kingship on her highest stage of administration. Rather,
it is the President of India who is seated on the top of the
administration, is indirectly elected by the voting power of the
people of the country. There’s also a central government led by
the Prime Minister and cooperated by the ministers who are
directly elected by the people of India. Even more, all the bills
and the Acts are regulated by both the houses of the Indian
Parliament which are respectively known as the upper house
(rajyasbha) and the lower house (loksabha) resembling the ‘sabha’
and the ‘samiti’ as enumerated in the Vedic Literature, the
Arthasastra, the Manusanhita and so on. Even when the context
of peace is spoken today, the seed of this kind of attitude is found
in countless instances in Sanskrit literature. The foreign policy
of India, in fact, is based on ‘Paficasil’ policy which essentially
speaks for peace all over and peace for all and sundry.
Secularism is another ideal that is cherished by modern Indian
society. The concept has also been a characteristic of Indian society
since ancient time. Dharma, for instance, has been cordially as
well as respectfully taken to be the modality for keeping society
together and not any exclusive and dogmatic assertion of
superiority of one set of beliefs and practices over another. Unlike
in many countries of the world where the church, the mosque
and so on and the State came into conflict, ancient India never
experienced a similar kind of aberration at the cost of freedom
of belief. Since the earliest days, rather, there has been no bar to
the society in India comprising utterly devout as well as the
complete atheist, the philosophical idealist and the materialist,

8 ’—of the people, by the people, for the people’ —The Constitution of India
°  ‘raja prakmtiranjanat- Raghavarhs$a, 3.32
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all coexisting in a society which never wanted to rule out the
dissent. This is why millions of Indian children today have learnt
to recite the ‘visnusloka'’ by means of which they pray-those
who worship the remover of evil, they are $aiva, those Brahma
are the Vedantists, those Buddha are the Buddhists; those who
are clever in logic are the Naiyayikas, those who are devoted to
Jaina doctrines as ‘arhat” are the Jainas, those worship the karma
of the Mimamsa school are called the Mimamsakas. May He,
the lord of three worlds, grant us all our heart’s desires. Hence,
from the content of this kind of prayer, this is clearly
understandable that the adorable one is the only one, but different
people pray to that ‘One’ in different ways. In another sense,
the content of this prayer reveals that everyone has his freedom
to worship the deity in which he has belief without interfering
or hampering the belief of others. In the similar tune, Indian
constitution has coinaged its secularism and thereby proclaimed
India as a secular state.

Socialism is another aspect of political thoughts and activities
today. We, almost all the people and the politicians, want to
make it an organic part of our life. Scientific socialism as conceived
and expounded by Marx and Engels is to be found in the same
form a million years ago in our country. Giving a sincere sort of
look into the long historical passage of ancient India, one can
find the upanisadie statements beginning with ‘isavasyamidam
sarvam’ and ending with ‘ma grdhah kasysvid dhanam’"'. This
kind of saying may not be taken to be a trait of Socialism in true
to its sense as such, but it is obviously a formulation which seeks
a happy life for all kinds of human beings, based on equity and

10 yarh $aivah samupasate iti brahmeti vedantino
bauddha buddha iti pramanapatavah karteti Naiyayikah |
arhannityatha jainasasanaratah karmeti mimarhsakah
sodyam no vidadhatu vafichitaphalar trailokyanatho harih Il
(Visnusloka, Su-ktisudha-kara. 133)

' ma grdhah kasyasvid dhanam 7sopanisad 1
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honour, a life unstained by the vice of covetousness. The
covetousness, in fact, is the foundation of all the practices of
exploitation and acquisition that socialism intends to abolish.
Again, how good it is to find in the Bhagavatapurana the dictum
‘yavat vryeta jatharam’—which denotes that none has the right
to demand more than what one needs for self sustenance. What
had been repeatedly sounded in Sanskrit literature over the ages
has also been echoed in the facile pen of Mahatma Gandhi who,
in his published book entitled ‘Harijan” wrote that all sorts of
land on earth belongs to Gopala (the creator and the protector
of this universe) and hence nobody has the right to deceive and
exploit anybody else. The Mahabharata in the same tune asserts
that big money cannot be acquired unless one tears the hearts
of others."? This kind of striking verse can easily be compared
with what Kal Marx wrote in his Das Kapital."® This is indeed
more than enough to sustain the construction of a society built
on the principles of democracy, socialism and secularism for
the holistic benefit of the people of a welfare country. Exactly in
the spirit of same tune, however, India, our beloved motherland,
has been declared as a socialist state as enumerated in her
constitution.

Today this is known to everybody that law plays an abiding
instrument to maintain law and order of the society. And, in
the present context, we must take the directives of the
Dharmsastras into account to determine the ever flowing tradition
as enshrined in Sanskrit Literature. From the view points of
Sociology as well as Anthropology one might invite serious

2 na chitva paramarmani na krtva karma darunam |

na hatva matsyaghativa prapnoti mahatir sriyall Mahabharata
B If money, as Augier says, comes into the world with a congenital stain
of its cheek, Capital, when it emerges, drips with blood and dirt from

every pore’—Karl Marx, Das Kapital
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attention to the fact that the basic standard of culture attained
by a society is very often adjudged in terms of the treatment
given out to the women. But it’s very saddening to say that most
of the sociologists of India are lacking basic knowledge of the
texts on Dharmasastra lying vivid in the tradition of ancient
Indian treatises. Hence, they are making bewildering remarks
about the propriety of the ancient Indian Dharmasastras only
on the basis of some quoted texts which are mostly vague
references and stray remarks in character. Therefore, they require
to study the said Dharmasastras in their evolutionary stages of
meaning. The Government of India, as for example, at present,
has passed the bills and thereby sanctioned widow pension and
pension for the poor and the aged people. Surprisingly enough,
the Mahabharata in its Santiparvan has emphatically declared
the same kinds of pension for the same kinds of people of the
society.'" Another surprising point in this connection is to be
noted that Kautilya’'s Arthasastra, too, echoes the same provision
and adds something more by extending the scheme for child
welfare.” That without thorough knowledge in Dharmasastra,
it will never possible to deal with the cases relating to law in
general and Hindu law in particular has repeatedly been proved
in modern India on several occasions. G.D. Banerjee’s ‘Hindu
Law of Marriage and Stridhana’, as for an example, is still regarded
to be the most authoritative book each page of which is full of
references to the texts of the Dharmasastra in the original. “The
Law of Mortgage in India’(1877) written by Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh
is an excellent book on ancient Indian Dharmasastra. The rights
of the widow have critically been analysed from among different
disputed texts in original by Sri T.N. Mitra in his ‘Law Relating

' krpananarthavrddhanam vidhavanafca yositam |

yogaksemafica vrttifica nityaficaiva prakalpayet Il Santiparva, Mahabharata
15 valavrddhavadhitavyah anyanatha—striyamaprajayar prajatayasca

putran”’—Arthasastra, Kauatilya. II. 1
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to Hindu Widow’(1881) wherein the author has utilized the texts
of Manu and Yajfiyavalkya. Reference in this connection may
be made to Dr. R.B. Pal who has utilised original Sanskrit texts
on Dharmasastra. The book entitled ‘History of the law of
Primogeniture (1929) as written by Dr. Pal shows how the law of
Primogeniture was looked at by the writers of ancient India.
But Mr. Jolly’s “‘Outlines of a History of the Hindu Law’ (1885) may
be regarded as the best attempt to represent the texts of
Dharmasastra. The point, however, necessarily to be noted in
connection with the discourse mentioned above is that, with the
introduction and execution of the Constitution of India in 1950,
the relevance of ancient Indian law restored in the original texts
of Dharmasastra is not at all wiped out and on the contrary, it is
rather continuing in the name of reformation.

This is gratifying to note that the Visnpurana could indentify
long ago the thread of unity in diversity. This very Purana, in
fact, makes emphatically remarks by stating that the diverse
population of India were rightly called 'bharati' the people of
'‘Bharata’ sharing a common homeland under the same sky and
being protected by natural boundaries made by the mountains
and the oceans'. Even divergent faiths, customs and practices
of this land of unity in diversity have accordingly interacted,
classed and moduled each other in course of time. Even though
Bhagavatapurana reminds that the sings of intolerance were not

16 In 1970 in Delhi in a sensational murder case, the Sessions judge recorded
the text of Manu in his judgement as — ‘yatha nayatyasakrpatairmrgasya
mrgayah padam |
nayet tathanumanena dharmasya nrpatih padam Il Manu. VIII, 44 (for
reference vide K. L Gauba, Meena Tandon’s Haneymoon, Delhi 1971.)

7" uttaram yat samudrasya
himadres$caiva daksinam
varsam tad bharatarh nama

bharati yatra santatih Il Visnupurana 2.3.1
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altogether absent in the society', yet the Rguveda’, the
Bhagavadgita® and the Naradiyapurana* speak for the fact that
mutual respect among federating units was the guiding principle
in forging a positive unity among them. Formulation of Din-i-
lahi for the synthesis of religious faiths at the court of Akbar,
Persian translation of twelve nos. of Upanisadas (Sir-ul-Akbar)
by his great grandson Dara-Sukoh and a comparative study of
the basic tenets of Vedanta and Sufism under the caption Majima-
Ul-Bahrain (the mingling of two oceans) by him—all these testify
the ongoing harmonising exercises of the society of India.

This is no denying that Indian cultural perspective has always
been able to maintain a unique balance between spiritualism as
well as materialism. This kind of culture, in fact, has given birth
to a value system set in its vast canvas of Sanskrit Literature.
This is that kind of value system which is invariably known as
‘Rta’ or ‘Satya’ or ‘Dharma’. And ultimately ‘Satya” became the
embodiment of ‘Rta” and ‘Dharma’ defying small traits of
differences lying latent among them. This is why the seer of
Atharvaveda is heard to say that man can get supreme level of
happiness only by means of truth and right conduct®. Later on,
Manu affirms by stating that truth is one of the ten-fold

8 bhavabratadhara ye ca ye ca tan samanuvrata

pasandinaste bhavantu sacchatroparipanthinah

nastasauca mudhadhiyo jatabhamasthidharanaih Il Bhagarvatapurana,
4.2.23-29

ekarh sad vipra vahudha vadanti agnirm yamar matariSvanamabhuh-
Rgveda, 1.164.46

yatha nadinarh vahavombubhedah samudramevabhimukha dravanti
Bhagavadgita. 11.28

Siva eva harih saksad harireva sivah svayam

19

20

21

dvayorantardrg yati narakarh kotisah khalah | Naradiyapurana

2 satyena Silena sukham - Atharvaveda
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characteristics of Dharma®. Even long before, the seer of
Mundakopanisad asserts that it is truth which only can triumph,
but not the untruth?. The Mahabharata echoes almost the same
by saying that the truth is the only means for getting at the
happiness of the heaven®. This is interesting to peep into the
fact that an ever continuing flow of such a well set cultural legacy
is seen present in today’s Indian social structure. The concept
of truth as lulled and developed since long on Indian soil has
become very much symbolic today when it is seen carved on
the Asokastambha of the Republic India. Even the Supreme Court
of India has emblematized its pivotal position by engraving “yoto
dharmastato jayah’ on its establishment. The anthem of Indian
Television Boardcasting named as Indian Duradarsana is ‘satyam
sivam sundaram’. What is more surprising in this connection is
that almost all the educational institutions of India today have
adopted either of the two age-running sayings such as
‘sraddhavan labhate jnanam’—'The Reverent attains wisdom)
and ‘sa vidya ya vimuktaye’—(She is knowledge that bestows
salvation) as their institutional anthem.

A society cannot run without having political thoughts and
ideologies. Indian society is obviously not an exception. Kautilya,
among a lot of political thinkers of ancient India, sits on the
pivotal seat by means of his extraordinary political and
administrative speculations as reflected in his much acclaimed
Arthasatra. Any of the sincere readers today can easily find
relevance of Kautilya’s foreign policy in this era of globalization
by making a comparison between foreign policy of India today
and that of Kautilya which is commonly known as ‘sadgunya’
(the six-fold policies). This is a formula to secure the competency
of ‘vijigisu’ (one who is desirous of anything) king for conquest.

»  _..satyamakrodho dasakam dharmalaksanam- Manusamihita. 6.12

2 satyameva jayate nanrtam— Mundakopanisad 3.1.6
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satyarh svargasya sopanam— Mahabharata, Udyoga 33.53
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The policies technically known as ‘sadgunya’ chronologically
comprises Sandhi (Peace), Vigraha (War) Asana (a policy of
remaining quiet) yana (marching on an expedition). Samsraya
(seeking shelter of another king) and Dvaidhibhava (double-
minded policy). Sandhi, the first one foreign policy goes to mean
making a treaty with an internal or external opponent on some
terms and conditions. The only time when a king takes policy
of peace is, when he finds himself in relative decline compared
to his enemy. So also the independent India today, after a spell
of humiliative defeat at the hands of China in 1962, made peaceful
treaty with this country because of the fact that it was by that
time not possible for India to win over China. India is still
following this policy to safeguard its interests. ‘Vigraha’, the
war or the policy of hospitality arises when a king in a superior
position compared to his enemy, attack and wage war. In January,
1987, India and Pakistan went nearly to war, but for the mediation
of USA and Soviet Union it couldn’t happen. Moreover, the threat
of nuclear escalation could defuse the tension. Then in 2001,
terrorist attack on Indian Parliament brought India and Pakistan
on the brink of war. Indian Army at Kargil attacked Pakistan,
but due to an obligation of international relations, it couldn’t
continue. Presently too, the Indian Government, more or less,
is following the same track of foreign policy which had initially
been started with the political thoughts and policies sprouted
in ancient India. If a king feels that neither he can harm nor ruin
the other’s understandings, he shall choose to do nothing. This
kind of policy is known as’ asana’i.e..a policy of remaining quiet,
but not planning to march. This is what India did in 2008 after
Mumbai attack. According to ancient Political thinkers of India
in general amd Kautilya in particular, a king is prompted to
follow the policy named “Yana” when he can increase his own
power and thereby gets special advantage over his enemy. India
is now one of the super powers in South Asia and now, following
the “Yana’ policy, she is preparing to go against her enemies
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like Pakistan and China. India is strongly working on the
‘samsraya’ kind of foreign policy and following the dictum, she
has made strategic alliance with USA, Russia, France and Israel
and in particular, she has signed 10-year nuclear deal with Russia
in 2008, Even more, following the ‘dvaidhibhava'(sandhi with
one and vigraha with another at a time) India is about to plan
her foreign policy accordingly.

This is to be admitted in conclusion that apparently there
seems to be nothing worthy to say about the impact of anything
ancient on something new. Despite, this is indeed a fact that the
age old cultural heritage of a nation flows on ever and becomes
newer in course of the passage of certain changes. But this kind
of assertion may not be effective in case of the nations which
are newly emerged in comparison with other old nations, Pakistan
and Bangladesh, as for example, may be referred to this context.
The fact is known to all concerned that Pakistan, having divided
from India in 1947 and Bangladesh from Pakistan in 1971 are
treated as two newly born nations. Naturally these two countries
we now disconnected from the age old cultural heritage of their
parent nation i.e. India. Although in the initial stages of
development, these two nations could carry the legacy of the
age old heritage of India, yet after a certain stage of progress,
they lost the remnants of the legacy and in the long run, could
develop a culture of their own. Hence, in the context of newly
born nations, the possibility of impact of age old heritage on
the contemporary society becomes very much feeble. But, on
the contrary, India is such a nation the age old cultural heritage
of which can never be ignored. Because, this kind of study of
the impact of such heritage on the contemporary society of a
nation like India is very much needful from the view points of
History as well as Sociology which may help to review and
reconstruct, wherever relevant and necessary, the history of India
in a new vein of sociological perspective.
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HAND-GESTURES OF SATRIYA DANCE
ACCORDING TO HASTA-MUKTAVALI

Sourav Dutta

Abstract

Dance is a series of movements performed in patterns and set to
an accompaniment of Music. In the earliest societies, dance helped
human beings to survive, it was one way for communication to
learn cooperation in working and hunting together. Then with
the advancement of civilization, dance gradually evolved from a
life support tool to a strong art medium. People around the world
use dance to express themselves, pass on their history and exercise
their bodies. In this way dance can be a method of celebration of
the emotional, mental and physical human self.

An overall idea about the nature of dance in Indus-valley
civilization can be obtained from the dancing statues those have
been found from the remains of that civilization. Even we see
numerous references to dance in Vedic and post-Vedic literature
from which it can be easily surmised that dance was very popular
in the society of those times. In this regard some books of post-
Vedic literature are noteworthy Natyasastra, Abhinayadarpana,
Sangitaratnakara, Sangitadamodara etc.

In such books, the techniques of dance are discussed in detail
and based on such books eight classical dance forms of India like
‘Bharatanatyam’, ‘Katthak’, “‘Odisi’, ‘Satriya’,’'Manipuri’,
‘Kucipudi’ ‘Kathakali’, and ‘Mohiniyattam” have been developed.
Among these dance forms Satriya is one of the major classical
dance-forms that has been developed in Assam, north-eastern state
of India. This dance form is rich in Vaisnava cult and here we see
the use of various classical postures along with various hand-
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gestures. These hand gestures are performed based on a book
named Hastamuktdvali written by Acarya Subhankara. In this
proposed paper these hand-gestures or mudras are discussed
shortly with necessary scriptural references and the pictures of
each mudras are given. Hope, this initiative will be appreciated
by the scholars.

Keywords: Mudras, Satriya dance, Hastamuktavali, Indian classical
dance, Subhankara.

Introduction:

Satriya is an ancient classical dance form of the Vaisnava tradition
of Assam, India. This dance is considered as one of the products
of Bhakti movement in Assam. Before the Bhakti movement, there
were mainly two dance styles prevalent in Assam- Oja Palli &
Devadasi. Two types of Oja Palli dance are still practised in Assam
- 1) Sukanani: the dance performed during the worship of the
snake goddess Manasa & 2) Vyahara gita: the dance performed
in accordance with the Ramayana, Mahabharata & Puranas
translated into Assamese language. Sukanani dance related with
the Sakta community and Vyahara gita dance related with the
vaisnava community. By the initiative of Srimanta Sankaradeva,
one of the pioneers of the Assamese bhakti movement, Vyahara
gita dance began to be practised in religious ceremonies held in
vaisnava-satras of Assam around the 15" century AD. This is the
oldest form of Satriya dance.

Around the mid-1900s, this dance moved from vaisnava
religious gatherings to the modern stage. In vaisnava religious
ceremonies, this dance was performed only by the men of the
Assamese vaisnava caste. But after gaining recognition to the
modern stage, women also started participating in this dance. On
November 15, 2000, the Sangeet Natak Akademi of the
Government of India conferred the status of Indian classical dance
on Satriya. The main events of this dance can be divided into
various parts such as stitradhara, apsara nrtya, behara nrtya, chali
nrtya, dasavatara nrtya, rasa nrtya, gosai pravesa, gopi pravesa
etc.
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Hastamudras are used in Satriya dance according to
Hastamuktavali book written by Acarya Subhankara. This book
was written between the middle of the 13" century A.D. to the
middle of the 16™. This book does not cover all the gestures of
Satriya dance. Only hastamudras are discussed here in detail. At
the beginning of this book, the auspicious Nandi sloka has been
seen. After that, the definition and uses of thirty single hand-
gestures, fourteen double hand-gestures and twenty seven nrtta-
hastas have been provided. Thus the book ended.

A pictorial description about the mudras of Hastamuktavali is
given below.

STHY IR
STHIAHT SRS fRads g |
QUSRI AT AT 1|
TaTeh: TN SHRA: Hadqa@: |
STqferadren qfveh: fraseen |
IEfas: WIRK: Yo @ehie: |
I YhqUesd T: hel e ||
IUATAISTT Y. Hiucel TRy |
TS Saqd gahereaen | |
I Feasd HUARTERY: |
iftrenisey R seghu=igewani| (84, 15-19)

Total 30 kinds of single hand-gestures are used in Satriya dance-
Pataka, Padmako$a, Hamsasya, Kartarimukha, Alapadma,
Tripataka, Mustika, Sikhara, Ardhacandra, Sarpasira, Sticimukha,
Khatakamukha, Arala, Sukatunda, Sandamséa, Kangula,
Urnanabha, Kapittha, Mrgasirsa, Hamsapaksa, Tamraciida,
Catura, Mukula, Bhramara or Calanmadhukara, Kadamba,
Krsnasaramukha, Ghronika, Simhasya, Ankusa and Tantrimukha.
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Pataka

Hamsasya

Tripataka
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Padmakosa

Kartarimukha Alapadma

Mustika Sikhara
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Ardhacandra Sarpasira Sticimukha

Khatakamukha Arala Sukatunda

Sandamsa Kangula Urnanabha

73
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Kapittha

Tamractuda
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Mrgasirsa Hamsapaksa

Catura Mukula

Bhramara or Calanmadhukara Krsnasaramukha Kadamba
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Ghronika Simhasya

Tantrimukha Ankusa

HYARE:
AT SRAMMRS: ShAdSEHT ||
ToTe=<T: HUasd aedMIesTal a9|
foer: Fhesta qecaeTsafeces: |1
TRl ARl Qreredel ToHYde: |
RIS qdar: WehEdaE: 11 (8H, 20-22)
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Total 14 kinds of double hand-gestures are used in Satriya dance-
Gajadanta, Kapota, Vardhamana, Afjali, Nisadha, Karkata,
Utsanga, Avahittha, Svastika, Makara, Dola, Puspaputa, Marala
and Khatakavardhamana.
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Single hand-gestures of Satriya dance

Pataka: If all the fingers of hand are kept straight and close to
each other & the thumb is slightly bent, then it is called Pataka
mudra’.

It is used to denote water, shame, forest, embrace, child etc?.
Padmakosa: When all the fingers are kept separately and bent at
the ends to make a round shape, then it is called Padmakosa
mudra’.

It is used to denote blooming lotus, umbrella, shaved head,
pomegranate fruit, begging bowl etc*.

U oEiAn: |Ed waagad 4t |
Ffow: forfomagtss: Udieh: @Mal ;|1 (2.9. 31)
2 STl ST oSt YTl = gereE 11 (2.5, 81-105)
3 AETged: AT fORE fohfema A |
SIS IAATH T TR : |1 (3.7, 32)
4 ARG Foaad faefadrede |

TR YR AISTAIEE |1 (T, 202-206)
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Hamsasya: If the middle finger, index finger & thumb are joined
together forming similar to a goose’s beak and if the remaining
two fingers are extended, then it is called Hamsasya mudra®.

It is used to denote kiss, lower lips, saffron, milk, swan etc®.
Kartarimukha: When the index finger of Pataka mudra is brought
behind the middle finger and the ring finger is bent, then it is
called kartarimukha mudra’. A similar description is available in
Abhinayadarpana®. However, this type of kartarimukha is not seen
in dance. ‘Hastalaksanadipika’, an epitome book of Kathakali &
Mohiniyattam dance, mentioned a mudra called ‘Sikhara’- If the
middle finger of kapitthamudra® moves forward and the index
finger moves back, then it is called Sikhara mudra'’. This Sikhara
mudra is used as Kartarimukha mudra in dance.

It is used to denote eyes, book, shame, fire, anklet etc''.
Alapadma: If all the fingers of hand are spaced on the palm side,
then it is called Alapadma mudra'?. But this definition is not clear
enough. In Abhinayadarpana, we see an easily understandable
definition of this mudra - If all the fingers of hand are spaced
curvedly then it is called Alapadma mudra."”

Itis used to denote lotus, coconut, umbrella, palmyra, rotation
etc'.

S AT Aol 9T AT guqUeed |
TR = O § B U & 11 (2.9, 33)
6 ST TR I QU |
T T S R U mA | (8. 214-223)
7 AR deT ST R |
STATHERT = AT el | Faig@: 11 (8.9, 34)
S 3TElE A TR a7 wifee |
afe: 7RA & 7 &3 HA@: 11 (3T, 105)
If the little and ring fingers are bent, the thumb is placed above the ring finger and index &

middle fingers are extended upwards, it is called Kapittha mudra. (Hastalaksanadipika)
10 I HeA = JrIeRest A4 |
S fTeeTE ] T M, eI | |
1 T T A 9y R
AT Eeh : e T4 1| (8. 237-246)
12 T arefepamad faen ol faRens i |
STEN T TEA WSAT: A 7 1| (3. 36)
15 ST Afehdre™ fRarese e : | (39 2. 146)
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Tripataka : When the ring figure of the Pataka mudra is bent, it is
called Tripataka mudra®.

It is used to denote invocation, abandonment, prostration,
addressing, sleeping etc'®.
Mustika: If the four fingers of hand are tightly fisted on palm and
the thumb is placed above them, it is called Mustika mudra®.

It is used to denote beating, breaking of tree branch, ghost,
sound of conch, vine etc'®.
Sikhara : If the thumb of the Mustika mudra is extended upwards,
it is called Sikhara mudra®.

It is used to denote peak, war, descent, thunderbolt, funeral
ceremony etc?.
Ardhacandra: If the middle, ring and little finger are fisted and
index finger & thumb are extended keeping distance between
them, it is called ardhacandra mudra?'.

Itis used to denote full and half moon, beautiful young woman,
hip, bangle, earing etc*.
Sarpasira: If the five fingers of hand are jointly extended upwards
like pataka mudra and the palm is hollowed, it is called Sarpasira
mudra®.

14 iR AT BT L L ST || (8.9, 285-289)
15 AT q T g AT S |

FTTeh : Y UTara&ael sHAAret: |1 (8. 37)
16 STETER fage faroT |

TR [ TE&ieh! 74711 (8.9 295-306)
17 FAEger 9 e Pl H |
TR =rgeetel gfeed 3= 11 (3.9, 38)
B UER JTRECTS FeHe. . qoe: H IR 11 (2.9, 346-353)
19 e glerigTe At givdete |
e FoRERY A g%de : IR 11 (.. 39)
20 e foTER 491 U HROY qer |

FOTER AT TEAFHAY R T4 1| (3 .. 368-372)

2 IR 4 NEe gy |

I Y MaaEsiagReid: 1189, 41)

2 s Y g SR |

TS SRR S 74T | (3.7 379-384)
2 TG : G T WIS R S |
IS o WA TPR: &2 11 (8. 42)
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It is used to denote snake, small boat, worship of God, smear,
water sports etc*.
Sucimukha: If the index finger, ring finger & little finger are
extended upwards and the thumb is placed on the middle finger,
it is called Sticimukha mudra®.

This mudra is used to denote stars, baby snake, incense, creepy
plant, underground etc?.
Khatakamukha: If the thumb is placed on the tip of the middle
and index finger, the ring finger is little bent and the little finger
is placed straight, then it is called Khatakamukha mudra®. This
mudra is quite similar to the Hampsasya mudra.

This mudra is used to denote dressing, fate, Rama avatara of
Visnu, peacock tail, sword etc?.
Arala: If the thumb and the index finger are bent and the remaining
fingers are extended, it is called Arala mudra®.

It is used to denote marriage, Laksmi, letter writing, drawing,
invocation etc®.
Sukatunda: When the ring finger of Arala mudra is bent, it is
called Sukatunda mudra3..

It is used to denote mountain peak, tree, bow, creepy plant,
abandonment etc®.
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Sandamsa: If the thumb and the index finger of Arala mudra are
joined, it is called Sandamsa mudra®.

Itis used to denote diamond, brahmin, coral, sentence, ear etc®.
Kangula: If the middle finger, thumb and index finger are placed
together separately, the little finger is upward and the ring finger
is curved, then it is called Kangula mudra®.

It is used to denote nose, nail, mercy, pearl, Cupid etc®.
Urnanabha: If all the fingers of padmakosa mudra are curved, it
is called Urnanabha mudra?.

Itis used to denote head-itching, lion, tiger, theft, disease etc®.
Kapittha: If the index finger of Sikhara mudra is placed curvedly
over the thumb, it is called Kapittha mudra®.

It is used to denote goad(ankusa), spear, wheel, scripture, lamp
etc®.

Mrgasirsa: If the thumb and little finger are upward and the
remaining three fingers are downward, then it is called Mrgasirsa
mudra*.

It is used to denote blessing, owl, teeth, curd, prayer etc*.
Hamsapaksa: If the index, middle and ring fingers are parallelly
stretched forward, the little finger is held upward and the thumb
is in a bent position, then it is called Hamsapaksa mudra®.
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It is used to denote water, acceptance, embrace, sky, thought
etc*.

Tamracuda: If the middle finger and thumb are joined, the index
finger is curved, the little finger and ring finger are touch the palm,
then it is called Tamractda mudra®.

It is used to denote yawning, copper, lotus, signal, Vamana

avatara of Visnu etc*.
Catura: If the fore finger, middle finger and the ring finger are
closed to each other and the little finger is extended and the thumb
is placed at the end of the middle finger, then it is called Catura
mudra®.

It is used to denote truth, memory, eye, happiness, cloths etc*.
Mukula: If the upward fingers of hand are joined, it is called
Mukula mudra®.

It is used to denote giving, worship of God, eating, kissing,
blood etc™.

Bhramara: The thumb is placed on the bent middle finger, the
little finger is raised and the index & ring fingers are slightly bent
& humbly vibrating. This is called Bhramara or Calanmadhukara®.

This mudra is used to denote game, earing, bee, taksaka (kind
of winged snake), Varaha avatara of Visnu etc™.

Kadamba: If the fingers of padmakosa mudra are little curved (if
fingers are curved excessively, then it will become Urnanabha
mudra), it is called Kadamba mudra®.
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It is used to denote thirst, end, burflower, eating, summer etc>.
Krsnasaramukha: If the middle finger, ring finger and thumb are
joined together and the index and little fingers are extended
upwards, it is called Krsnasaramukha mudra®. A similar mudra
is also used in bharatanatyam dance named Simhamukha®.

It is used to denote black deer, lying down, riverside, wind,
meditation etc”.

Ghronika: If the tips of five fingers are joined in a circle and appear
like a pig, it is called Ghronika mudra®. If the Mukula mudra is
kept upside down, it also looks similar to this mudra.

It is used to denote pig, pig’s mouth, breast-pressing etc®.
Simhasya: If the index, middle and ring finger are joined by side
and slightly upward and thumb & little finger are extended
maintaining their distance with each other, it is called Simhasya
mudra®.

Itis used to denote lion’s face, tiger’s face, bear’s face, capricorn
etc®.

Ankusa: If the forefinger of the Mustika mudra is raised and bent,
then it is called Ankusa mudra®.

53 UCHHISMIEAT T I T G : 1 : |
e 3f AT ST |1 (2.9, 58)
st O o qUETST | s W ERA: 1 (8 5 675-677)
55 HOTHMIHERTTET: Fidl: ¥ : TR |
I 3 AeTEre FORHRAEET || (3.1, 59)
If the tips of middle finger, ring finger and thumb are joined and the remaining two fingers
are extended, it is called Simhamukha mudra
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It is used to denote ankusa (driving stick of elephant used by
the elephant driver), thunder, affection, book etc®.
Tantrimukha: If the ring finger and middle finger are curved and
the remaining three fingers are extended maintaining their
distance with each other, it is called Tantrimukha mudra®.

Itis used to denote meditation, throne, crematorium, harp etc®.

Double hand-gestures of Satriya dance

Gajadanta: If two Sarpasira or Sarpasirsa mudras are bent at their
elbows & placed in front of us, then it is called Gajadanta mudra®.
It is used to denote marriage, elephant, moonlike face, long
boat, etc?”.
Kapota: If the palms of both hands are joined but the middle
should be empty, then it is called kapota mudra®.
It is used to denote manners, appeal, fear, winter, immersion
etc®.
Vardhamana: If two Mrgasirsa mudras are joined and placed in
front, then it is called Vardhamana mudra”.
Itis used to denote window, city, collection, moderation, truth
etc’!.
Afjali : If two pataka mudras are joined side by side and the palms
are slightly curved or hollowed, then it is called Anjali mudra.
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This mudra is used to denote salutations to deities and gurus,
Laksmi, mangalacandi, ganga etc”.
Nisadha: If the palm of the right hand is placed on the elbow of
the left hand and if the palm of the left hand is placed on the
elbow of the right hand, then it is called Nisadha mudra™.

It is used to denote patience, pride, quriosity, valor,
Parasurama avatara of Visnu etc”.
Karkata: If the fingers of both hands are interlocked, it is called
Karkata mudra”. It looks like a house made by creeper.

It is used to denote conch, house made by creeper, strange
thought, crab, body-massage etc”.
Utsanga: If two Arala mudras are spread out in front of us facing
the palm upwards, it is called Utsanga mudra”.

Itis used to denote bed, blanket, ornaments, darkness, chariot
etc”.
Avahittha: When two Sukatunda mudras are raised and placed
diagonally in front of our chest, it is called Avahittha mudra®.

It is used to denote sad people, hunter, fall, weakness, thin
body etc®.
Svastika: If two Arala mudras held together at the wrists by facing
upward and placed on the left side of the bodyj, it is called Svastika
mudra®.
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Itis used to denote the seven islands, forest, festival, morning,
pond etc®.
Makara: If two Pataka mudras are placed one above the other,
facing the palm downward and erecting the thumb of both the
hands, it is called Makara mudra®.

It is used to denote lion, tiger, crocodile, fish, Matsya avatara
of Visnu etc®.
Dola: If two Pataka mudras are loosely hang down, then it is called
Dola mudra86.

It is used to denote quarrel, senseless, sorrow, boat, disease
etc?.
Puspaputa: When two Sarpasirsa mudras are joined at their little
finger’s side, then it is called Puspaputa mudra®. It looks like a
winnowing basket. This mudra is quite similar to the Afjjali mudra
of Satriya dance.

Itis used to denote rice, barley, sesame, wheat, Tarpana (water-
offering to the ancestors) etc®.
Marala: All the fingers of both hands are separated, extended and
vibrated. It is called Marala mudra®.

It is used to denote river, fever, war, prowess, spring etc’’.
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Khatakavardhamana: if two Khatakamukha mudras are joined,
then it is called Khatakavardhamana mudra®.

This mudra is used to denote conch, vagina, sword, lotus etc®.

In Hastamuktavali we also see the discussion about twenty-
seven nrtta-hastas- Kesabandha, Nitamba, Recita, Ardharecita,
Catura, Udvrtta, Pallava, Paksavancita, Lata, Natamukha,
Svastika, Viprakirna, Aviddha, Stuicyasya, Aralakhatakamukha,
Vaksomandali, Urahparasvardhamandali, Par§vamandali,
Urdhvamandali, Mustikasvastika, Paksapradyotaka, Kari,
Dandapaksa, Garudapaksa, Alapadmonnata, Uttanarecita &
Nalinipadmakosa. These mudras are not much used in Satriya
dance. That is why they are not described in this short research
paper. If ever a detailed research will be done on this topic, hope
these mudras will be discussed as much as possible.
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