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Regional Development can be perceived as a general effort to reduce regional disparities
through the support of economic activities like employment and wealth generation in the
concerned region. The Location Economics, and thereby the theory of Growth Pole keeps
relevance in this area of research. Growth Pole refers to a central location of economic
activity or any geographic concentration of interconnected institutions in a particular
location. Comprehensive regional planning links the urban centres with their peripheries.
The only objective would be to ensure the advantages of robust growth to every individual
residing within the Growth Pole area. Reduction in livelihood vulnerability of commons
eventually would help cope with and recover from shocks and stresses of life. Even the
reduction of economic and social inequalities would help well-being of commons, and
thereby, a number of targeted Sustainable Development Goals would also be achieved. In
this context, at first this project highlights the growth and deceleration of important
industries in Eastern India, specifically in West Bengal, and then, examines the means
following which a new growth potential can be identified, using the theory of Growth Pole.
In the Eastern region of India, natural resources and cheap labour are abundant in supply.
Infrastructural facilities are moderate. Hence, importance should be on encouraging small
scale production units which mainly use labour-intensive technique in artistic domains. Their

products always have high demand in domestic markets and abroad. The eventual growth of



these production units, and thereby well-being of the people associated with these units

may call for regional development.

National Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganized Sector (NCEUS), in 2008, declared
the six pilot project poles in India, where one of them was Panchla and adjoining areas of
Domijur Blocks of Howrah District in West Bengal, which are famous for gems &jewellery
and zari & embroidery works. NCEUS believed that West Bengal in the Eastern region has
high growth potential to prove its efficiency and can revive the past glory; though in another
way. At Domjur and Panchla, the co-existence of formal and informal units for gems &
jewellery and embroidery works can be seen. Since the demand for the final artisan product
always remains high nationally and internationally, so it is expected that coexistence of
formal and informal units with proper planning intended for production and marketing
might help the growth of these industries, and thereby development of the entire region.
Since the two Blocks have a high potential to flourish in future and to be solemnly
recognised as an emerging Growth Pole, so from the broader perspective, the purpose of
this project is to look upon the recent trends and patterns of the gems & jewellery industry
and embroidery works there, and to assess the future scopes considering the present
challenges (particularly, after Demonetization, GST implementation (Goods and Service Tax)
and Pandemic 2020). The study also assesses the livelihoods of commons in the study area,
and their well-being - both objective and subjective. The theoretical argumentation is
provided for treating the study regions as Growth Pole, and finally, the study prescribes
some policies which may be a help for the State to retain its past glory in the context of

sustainable regional development.
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Executive Summary of the University Research Project (URP)-2023-24
entitled

Therapeutic Application of Tagore Songs with a simultaneous Study
of the contemporary Reception of the Art Form both in the
perspectives of the Performers and the Listeners

Principal Investigator: Dr.Durba Singha Roy Chowdhury,
Department of Rabindra Sangeet

Research Problem - Tagore said in his essay ‘Sangeet O Bhav’, “my appeal to
music students is to explore the science of what sounds, arranged in what way,
conveys what feelings, and why. Instead of paying attention to what is the melody
and what is the dissonance in the origin, Iman-Kalyan, Kedara, etc., be inclined to
discover what is the melody and what is the dissonance in the ragini of sorrow,
happiness, anger or surprise. Oshaltan Kedara etc. are artificial Ragragini created
by man, but our Ragragini of happiness and sadness is not artificial. All these
angers are hidden in our normal speech. Abandoning some meaningless names, let
us name Ragragini differently according to the names of different bhavas. In our
music school, there is a class of melody practice and Ragragini education, there
should also be a class of Ragragini's bhava education. Just as now, when listening
to music, everyone says, "Bah, how sweet it is," the day will never come when
everyone will say, "Bah, how beautiful."

Unfortunately no attempts were made by the Scientists or the artists.

The Proposed Solution — 1. School students and College students of almost all
districts of West Bengal, who know music as well as who do not know music, were
surveyed for this study. This study shows that the combination of lyrics and tune
of Tagore Song is influencing the minds of most of the student.

2. A survey was also made for the artists and music lovers of various important
field other than Rabindra Sangeet. Amost everyone reported that Tagore’s Music
and Lyrics relieved their work stress.

3. ‘Sir CV Raman Centre for Physics and Music’ for the first time undertook this
Scientific research which was possible due to excellent brain sensors available and
at the same time the methodology for analysing Complex systems was also



recently developed. I got the opportunity to interact with them and used my data on
music to analyse acoustically and also neurocognitive perspective. The EEG data is
analysed in the same way as the acoustical signal using MFDFA. We can show the
results of EE analysis in case of a happy or a sad song. This experiment has been
conducted at sir CV Raman Centre for Physics and Music. The results of analysis
is shown above with the help of a bar diagram. The plot speaks for itself from MW
values. It is clear that in all lobes, MW values are significantly different for happy
and sad songs. In case of sad song MW values are much higher. These are relevant
in the experimental analysis for the response of human being for different kind of
music signals. Tagore wanted this answer from the scientists to his question that
why different melodies carried different emotions.

The Value - Thus, we can see after all these assimilation, his appeal to God in his
songs got converted into pure love. From 'Mahua' - his songs, his poems are filled
with unpolished, unalloyed, genuine love, in which there is no complexity, no
tangle but it is very profound, very deep. If we closely analyse Tagore songs we
can feel that he counsel himself with his own life's philosophy. If we could have

touched a little, it purifies our entire soul.



Executive Summary
for

University Research Project 2023-24

Designing Costumes for Performances based on Classical Indian

Drama in the Contemporary Period

Principal Investigator

Dr. Gagandeep
Assistant Professor
Department of Drama, Faculty of Fine Arts
Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata



The significance of costume design in theatrical productions, particularly focusing on
its role in classical Indian drama performed in contemporary times. Costume design is
highlighted as crucial for visual impact, conveying character details, and fostering
emotional connections with the audience. The research aims to explore how costumes
in classical Indian drama reflect cultural and historical contexts, drawing from rich
traditions and diverse regional styles. It acknowledges the challenges faced by
designers in balancing historical accuracy with modern interpretations, often guided
by ancient texts like Natyashastra. The study intends to analyze various production
approaches, examining how they harmonize classical aesthetics with contemporary
sensibilities to create compelling narratives. Ultimately, it seeks to contribute
innovative insights for costume designers navigating the intersection of tradition and
modernity in theatrical costume design.

This research aims to explore contemporary methods and processes in costume design
for Classical Indian Drama productions. It focuses on uncovering sources of
inspiration used by costume designers, documenting specific designs and the intricate
design processes involved. Additionally, the study seeks to analyze the convergence
of classical and contemporary elements in costume design, highlighting evolving
theatrical aesthetics. It also aims to compare these approaches across different
productions to reveal the diversity within costume design practices. Ultimately, the
research aims to develop a cohesive framework that integrates contemporary contexts
while honoring classical traditions, contributing to the advancement of costume

design in Indian theatre.

The scope of this study encompasses a comprehensive exploration of costume design
in Classical Indian Drama, encompassing not only traditional forms but also
adaptations in various styles. The term ‘costume' refers to the complete visual
portrayal of characters, including apparel, accessories, jewelry, hairstyle, and makeup.
In theatrical production, costume design involves collaboration among the director,
designer, and actors, with significant emphasis placed on the director's vision and the

actor's embodiment of their character visually.

The research initially aimed to study ten representative plays performed between 2017
and 2022 across India, considering performances from diverse regions and languages.

However, due to limited recent productions, the scope was adapted to include



primarily performances from academic institutions such as University of Hyderabad,
Punjab University, Viswa Bharati University, and others. Additionally, plays by

individual artists and amateur theatre groups were also included in the study.

Overall, this research aims to document and analyze the costume design practices in
contemporary Classical Indian Drama productions, highlighting the roles of directors,
designers, and actors in shaping visual narratives on stage. The methodology of this

research project involves several key steps:

Literature Review: The researcher reviewed various sources including 'Natya
Shastra’ translations, play reviews, articles, research papers, and books related to
costume design in Indian and Western cultures. Libraries in Kolkata, Delhi, and

Punjab, as well as online resources, were utilized for gathering this literature.

Data Collection: Productions in Classical Indian Theatre and adaptations of ancient
Sanskrit plays were identified through searches and video reviews. Directors, actors,
and costume designers involved in these productions were identified and shortlisted.
Questionnaires were developed separately for actors, directors, and costume designers,
and interviews were conducted online using platforms like StreamYard and Google
Meet.

Analysis: Literature and interview data were analyzed to identify themes and insights
related to costume design in Classical Indian Drama. This analysis formed the basis

for further research questions and conclusions.

Overall, the research methodology emphasizes a thorough exploration of both
theoretical and practical aspects of costume design, integrating insights from
practitioners and scholarly sources to illuminate the complexities and evolution of

costume in Indian theatre.

The literature review for this research project began with a detailed study of Chapter
23 of 'Bharata's Natya Shastra’, known as 'Aharya Abhinaya'. This chapter,
comprising 223 verses, extensively covers the dress and makeup guidelines for actors
as prescribed by Bharata Muni. Three translations of Natya Shastra were consulted:

Manmohan Ghosh's English translation, Babulal Shukla Shastri's Hindi translation,



and Dr. Sureshchandra Bandyopadhyay and Dr. Chhanda Chakraborty's Bangla

translation.

The study focused on various aspects outlined in Natya Shastra:

o Definition and importance of 'Aharya Abhinaya'

e Types of 'Aharya Abhinaya'

o Details of 'Pusta’ (set and props making)

e Types of garlands, jewelry, and their application

« Instructions for makeup, including colors and styles for different characters
such as divine and humane, based on geographical and cultural contexts

« Philosophical aspects of costume and makeup

o Specific guidelines for different types of characters, including types of beard
and costumes for male actors

« Symbolic use of colors and their application based on characters' attributes and

roles

The review also encompassed an exploration of related literature from both Indian and
Western sources, gathered from libraries in Kolkata, Delhi, and Punjab, as well as
online resources. The focus was on understanding the evolution of costume design in
Indian theatre, with insights drawn from scholarly articles, research papers, and
periodicals. However, the literature review identified a gap in recent scholarly works
specifically focusing on the application of Natya Shastra principles in contemporary
Classical Indian Drama productions. This gap directs the research towards filling the
void by analyzing current productions and their adherence to or deviation from

traditional guidelines outlined in Natya Shastra.

Literature Gap

To be precise, the available literature that we have found and evaluated till now is
focused on ‘clothing’ rather than on ‘costume design’. There are books available on
the process and evolution of costume designing and on the perspective and philosophy
of various costume designers. However, none of such books concerns Classical Indian
Drama. To be exact, none of such books concern India at all. Whatever study on
Indian costume is available, be it ancient or contemporary, they are mere descriptions

of different kinds of apparels used or seen in the ancient temples and ‘stupas’ of India.



These descriptions are carefully done, explained with minute details with the help of
both photographs and drawn plates. But still, they do not lead us to any process or
method of costume designing and making for Classical Indian Drama. The Twenty-
Third chapter of ‘Bharata’s Natya Shastra’ tells us about some instructions regarding
materials and colors. But again we have found that there is a difference of opinion
among the experts regarding the actual and constant meaning of these Sanskrit
‘shlokas’. The costume designers or directors who claim to follow the ‘Natya Shastra’
as it is or to take inspiration from it, have never published or discussed in a book
about their process specifically. The way the worldly acknowledged method books on
costume, for example, ‘The Costume Designer’s Handbook’ by Rosemary Ingham
and Liz Covey, explain the principles behind the decision making regarding costume
in the Western World, we are searching for something similar regarding costume

design in Classical Indian Drama today.

But after a very detailed literature review it has been found that even the best of the
books serve as mere research reference for the designers but no insight has been
provided in any of the books regarding how to approach the design or even how these
references should be executed. That way the titles of most of these books saying
‘costume design’ seem misleading as these can be called books on the clothing but not
costume design. This is a huge literature gap rather void where no work has been done
at least in Indian books.

The findings from the interviews conducted with various practitioners in the field of

Classical Indian Drama reveal several points of contention and confusion.

1. Living Tradition of Classical Indian Theatre: There is debate among practitioners

regarding what constitutes a living tradition of Classical Indian Theatre. While some,
like Manish Mitra and Chandra Dasan, firmly assert that forms like 'Kutiyattam'
represent living traditions, others like Sayak Mitra suggest that these forms, including
'‘Kutiyattam', are merely traditional and do not necessarily adhere strictly to the
principles outlined in 'Bharata’'s Natya Shastra’. This raises questions about the
application of Natya Shastra's theories across different traditional forms and the

influence of regional variations on costume and performance styles.



2. Interpretation and Translation of Natya Shastra: Scholars such as Dr. Gautam

Chatterjee have pointed out discrepancies and challenges in the translations of
'‘Bharata's Natya Shastra’. The reliance on commentaries like 'Abhinava Bharati' by
Abhinavagupta for deeper understanding further complicates the interpretation of the
original text. This leads to varied interpretations among practitioners, affecting how

they apply Natya Shastra's principles, particularly in costume design and makeup.

3. Costume Design Challenges: Practitioners like Pinki from Chidakash Kalalaya

emphasize the complexity of applying Natya Shastra's guidelines practically,
especially concerning details like the number of draping layers and specific ornaments
for different characters. The adaptation of these guidelines to modern productions

often requires compromises due to practical constraints and regional influences.

4. Body Types and Character Representation: The issue of adapting character

appearances to fit Natya Shastra's ideals, as seen in Chandra Dasan's adaptation of
'Shakuntala’, raises concerns about actor comfort and authenticity. For instance,
padding used to achieve a desired look can hinder actor performance and audience

reception, as noted by actors like Snehalata Tagde and Abhilasha B. Paul.

5. Relevance and Reconstruction of Classical Indian Theatre: The research highlights
the challenge of reconstructing Classical Indian Theatre based on ancient texts amidst
modern interpretations and practical considerations. The term ‘classical’ itself is
debated, with emphasis on the theoretical underpinning found in Natya Shastra versus

the practical challenges and adaptations required in contemporary productions.

Overall, the interviews underscore the complexity of reviving and interpreting
Classical Indian Theatre, with significant discrepancies in understanding Natya
Shastra's principles and their application in modern times. This research aims to
navigate these complexities and contribute to understanding how ancient theories

inform contemporary practices in Indian theatre.

Conclusion:

The exploration of visual references in understanding ancient Indian attire reveals
complexities and challenges inherent in relying solely on ancient visual artworks.

While these artifacts offer valuable insights into past civilizations, their limitations as



accurate costume references must be acknowledged. Moreover, the examination of
ancient art prompts critical reflection on the objectification of the human body,
highlighting the need for nuanced interpretations that consider historical context and
cultural perspectives. By embracing a multidimensional approach to research,
scholars and practitioners can navigate the intricate tapestry of ancient visual culture

with greater awareness and sensitivity.

The art of ‘costume designing’ for theatre, as we understand it today, has some of its
own techniques and grammars. Of course, it varies from culture to culture but yet we
try to create a meaning through the design which enhances the sense of the play and in
case of costume, also the establishment of the character. Be it modern or traditional
theatre, be it the theatre of any region or community --- the line, colour, texture, cut,
material of the costume speak about the character who is wearing it. It is needless to
say that it is also a reflection of the time and space of the play. That is why the search
for references or the pre-production research it often a comparatively longer part than
the execution itself in case of costume designing. Now, since the text telling about the
codified costume and styling for the classical Indian plays or the ‘Sanskrit plays’ has
points of confusion and has certain difficulties in execution, the image of these
costumes which the larger mass of this country has strongly set in their minds is the
gift of the popular genre. To be specific, the image is something similar to the T.V.
show ‘Mahabharat’ created by B.R. Chopra and directed by Ravi Chopra which was
broadcast on Doordarshan in 1988. Though, many of the contemporary directors and
designers consciously try to deviate from that image, sometimes the work which they
ultimately produce, shows hints of confusion. Although we can find an entirely
different visual of the actors in the 1989 film ‘Mahabharata’ directed by Peter Brook
--- which was actually inspired by his play under the same title in 1985, the idea of
that sort of a visual seems to be confined in a rather smaller elite circle in the later

times. The journey of this research had started on this note.

After completing the research process, it becomes evident that traditional guidelines
for costume design, such as script analysis, character definition, and research into
historical context, are indeed essential. However, a thorough understanding of the
Natyashastra, particularly its twenty-third chapter, further enriches the costume design
process for classical Indian drama. Despite these established principles, designers and



directors may interpret and approach the same material differently, leading to diverse

creative outcomes.

The major objective of this research was to get to the various approaches which can
be taken for designing costumes for the productions based on Classical Indian Drama.
After going through the whole journey of this research, some approaches have come
up quite prominently. For example, for the noted director Manish Mitra from Kolkata,
Aharya comes last. He uses modern symbolism for directing his plays and for the
aharya abhinaya as well. Also this whole process of aharya abhinaya, for him, is more

collaborative where the actors have a lot to say.

On the other hand, for the renowned director Satyabrata Rout, retired professor from
Central University of Hyderabad, now based in Bhubneshwar, the paintings of Raja
Ravi Verma have been the major inspiration. Unlike Manish Mitra visuals are of
utmost importance for him. He is a painter himself and tries hard for finding his
inspirations from the paintings only. Rather than looking at the details in Natyashastra,

his aesthetics matched more with the visuals given by Raja Ravi Verma.

The director like Chandra Dasan made tribal culture as his base for Shakuntala but
then could not leave behind the traditional standards of beauty which at times made
the actresses not very convinced. The known costume designer Amba Sanyal takes
her inspiration not only from Natyashastra but also from the architectural motifs of
that period. There has been a discussion regarding the unstiched costumes and the
earthy colors as has been discussed by the renowned theatre director parvez Akhtar;
but there have been very clear details of colors in Natyashastra; which points out to

some prejudices of conceptions regarding that period too.

Following may be one of the many approaches for designing costumes for the

productions based on Classical Indian Drama:

Script Analysis and Character Definition: Traditional rules dictate that costume
design begins with a deep analysis of the script and a clear understanding of each
character's personality, motivations, and journey within the narrative. This
foundational step remains crucial, as it informs the designer's choices and ensures that

costumes align with the dramatic context and thematic nuances of the play.

Researching Time and Period: Another essential aspect of costume design is

researching the historical time period in which the play is set. This involves studying



historical costumes, textiles, and accessories to accurately reflect the cultural and
social context of the narrative. By immersing themselves in the period's aesthetics and
fashion trends, designers can create costumes that enhance the authenticity and visual

impact of the production.

Understanding the Natyashastra: The Natyashastra, an ancient Sanskrit text on
performing arts attributed to Bharata Muni, provides comprehensive guidelines for
various aspects of theatrical production, including costume design. Chapter twenty-
three specifically addresses costume-related topics, offering insights into garment
construction, color symbolism, makeup, and ornamentation. A thorough
understanding of these principles enriches the designer's creative palette and ensures

adherence to classical aesthetic ideals.

Interpretation and Creativity: Despite the established principles outlined in traditional
guidelines and the Natyashastra, costume designers and directors may interpret and
approach the material differently based on their artistic sensibilities, conceptual vision,
and cultural background. While some may adhere closely to classical conventions,
others may adopt a more innovative or experimental approach, drawing inspiration
from contemporary art, fashion, or cultural influences. This diversity of interpretation
adds richness and depth to the creative process, allowing for a range of stylistic

expressions and artistic interpretations.

In conclusion, while traditional rules and guidelines provide a solid framework for
costume design in classical Indian drama, a thorough understanding of the
Natyashastra, combined with individual creativity and interpretation, enhances the
designer's ability to create costumes that are both authentic and artistically compelling.
By striking a balance between tradition and innovation, designers can effectively
bring the timeless beauty and cultural richness of classical Indian drama to life on the

stage.



Last Five Years of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and His Role in the Making
of Modern India

Hitendra Kumar Patel

This study is focused on last five years of Sardar Patel’s life. In this phase, the negoations
with the British and the Muslim League was led by him and Jawaharlal Nehru. He was probably
the first leader of Congress heavyweights to realize that the Partition was the only way out. He
converted to the Partition probably in the end of 1946, according to some, and thereafter he
managed to carry Congress (including Gandhi) with this decision. After the Independence he
had confronted great challenges such as large scale migration, communal violence and
administration of Independent India. The other great responsibility he took was to anchor the
process of integration of 563 princely states with Indian Union. This was a historical work which
earned him the title of “Bismarck of India.” In a book a historian has titled his biography as The
Man Who Saved India.'

There is an opinion that in this process Sardar worked ‘independently’ from Gandhi. Deeply
attached to Gandhi at personal level, Sardar Patel found in this stage that Gandhian ideals were
proving hindrances for national cause. Sardar had differed from Nehru, whom he loved but he
never accepted as his leader till Gandhi died. He trusted his leader —Gandhi and he knew that the
great leader would ultimately understand his moves and decisions, but the fact remains that he
took decisions which, he thought, were in the best interests of his nation. Nothing was more
important for him than the nation’s interests. He was more a nationalist than a Gandhian in this
phase. If he found that Gandhi thought otherwise, he showed courage to go by his own

assessment.

It has been said to the credit of Vallabhbhai Patel that he created the modern state of India
out of myriad fragments.’Other leaders’ appreciation for his work as a unifier and a “builder and
consolidator of a new India” (Nehru) would be mentioned later, but it needs to be said that for

Patel, these five years had been most difficult years as he was targeted for his decisions. For

1 Hindol Sengupta, The Man Who Saved India Sardar Patel and His Idea of India, Penguin, Delhi, 2018.
2 N. C. Suresh in Hindol Sengupta, op. cit., p.VIIL.



many, he systematically destroyed the possibility of an Indian revolution which India needed. He
sided with Capitalists, conservative feudal forces and did not allow the labour unions to put

pressure on Government to get concessions for the labour force.

In this work a look into the critics’opposition to Patel looked necessary without which it is
difficult to understand how Patel’s nationalist political philosophy was perceived by his critics.
He was criticized by many as a Hindu leader who was not just to the Muslims. Taking some of
his moves and utterances there was an attemot to portray him as a leader who was, unlike
Gandhi and Nehru, a social conservative and political leader who did not have such great belief
in democracy and secular values as Nehru had. In fact, a vicious campaign successfully dubbed
him as a Hindu sympathetic leader who wanted the concentration of all Hindus in India. During
this phase his differences with Jawaharlal Nehru, now the Prime Minister, were perceived as on
communal ground and even Gandhi was made to believe that Patel was not following Congress
ideals and behaving like a partisan Hindu leader. It pained Patel but he remained in control of his
emotions and despite many odds never tried to oust Nehru for the larger national interest, one
may say. He remained supportive of Nehru government and he collaborated with the Prime
Minister in spite of many mistakes Nehru made. They both carried the association till the end as

a tribute to Gandhi, their common bond.

Two researchers on Patel have recently written that, “What makes it important to revisit
Patel’s legacy, especially in the light of the continuing Kashmir issue, is the tendency of the
Nehru narrative to overreach other discourses. Apart from this discourse correction, post 2014,
steps taken to focus on the legacy of Sardar Patel invite the rhetoric of appropriation.”” This has
been said in the context of Kashmir but it can be considered true in other cases also. Sardar Patel
had not been given his due respect. But the issue here may require a deeper analysis of history of
Indian National Movement which had been deeply influenced by the forces unleased in the post

Civil Disboedience Movement years.

Throughout the 1930s, there was a deep struggle in the rank and file of freedom fighters to
decide how the movement should proceed. There were two trends within the Congress. Most of
the senior leaders were with Gandhi and his non-violent struggle in which the class conflict was

ruled out and the focus was on pressure-compromise —pressure technique of political

3 Sonali Chitalkar and Rahul Chimurkar, ‘Patel and the Accession of Jammu and Kashmir’, in Shakti Sinha
& Himanshu Roy, Patel: Political Ideas and PoliciesI, Sage, New Delhi, 2019, p. 138



mobilization." In this strategy the issues between the peasants and the zamindars and the workers
and the mill owners were not to be allowed to go to the clash points. The real objective was to
get a national consensus, national unity against the colonial masters. This group was led by
Sardar Patel and his colleagues. For this group Gandhi was the last authority. The other group
was led by young leaders who wanted a different strategy in which the class conflict was not
ruled out. This group did not want to postpone the struggles for peasants and workers for future
and they wanted anti-imperial struggle alongside peaceful class struggle. This was led by leaders
like Nehru, Subhas, Jay Praksah Narain and others. These two are described differently as
‘rightists’ and ‘leftists’. In short, the rightists did not want to take the path of confrontation with
the British and the leftists were those who wished to combat the British rulers with the help of
people. There were different variants of both these rightists and leftists of 1930s but the main
issue was whether to go for an intense struggle with the colonial authority or to get the desired

result —the independence without sacrificing people in the process.

The flash-point of this internal struggle reached in 1938-39. It came out in open when
Subhas Chandra Bose dared to challenge the rightists and gave the call to wage a struggle against
the British. This was “indiscipline” for the rightists and they ensured that Bose did not get the
platform under his control. Patel had to be the decisive figure who led the rightists. He led the

‘nationalists’ and ultimately this group prevailed in 1939.

In between 1939 and 1942, Gandhi waited, but ultimately he gave the call of Quit India and
thus began a struggle. This was given at a time when the British were primarily engaged in the
Second World War. The worst phase was over for them and they managed to suppress the Quit
India Movement. The 1942 Quit India Movement petered out soon and the Colonial authority
was in command by October 1942. Now the leaders could look forward to another phase of
mass movement once the opportunity arrived. Those who had chosen to continue the path of
struggle continued to oppose the colonial rule but their popular base was limited and there was a

lack of coordination among them, so these movements were never seen as a serious challenge.

Meanwhile, a serious challenge emerged in the form of communalism which posed the threat
of division of country. This came from within, so Gandhi tried to avoid any fight with the

leaders of communal campaign for Pakistan. In his overall political strategy no non-English force

4 Bipan Chandra has argued decades later that the Gandhian technique against the Colonial rule was to
put pressure and then compromise just to prepare for another round of political pressure on the British.
This P-C-P technique enabled the Congress leadership to avoid any crackdown on their supporters by the
Government. (For details see Bipan Chandra, The Struggle for Independence, Penguin, Delhi, 19)



was enemy, so he tried to avoid it by internal negotiations. These negotiations were failed. The

future course of politics remained uncertain.

It has been argued by some that when the leaders of the rightists, who did not consider the
path of ‘revolution’ necessary, were feeling the pressure from two ends —first from the
communal campaign and second from the revolutionary forces who, they thought, were out to
create a chaos in India. The rightist had now the support of one of the two leftist stalwarts —
Nehru. The second —Subhas Chandra Bose had gone out of Indian political scene by opting
another course of action. In this altered scenario, the rightists charted the plan of capturing the
power as quickly as possible. These leaders —led by Patel and Nehru —were out of jail to get the
power quickly save Indian nation from both —the communal Muslim League and revolutionary
forces. The Socialists were caught in between the two strands —national and revolutionary. Their
dilemma can be clear by a statement of Jayprakash Narayan. Jayprakash Narayan wrote a letter to
Patel in 1947: “as long as we felt there was a possibility of an open struggle with the British, we
did try to make preparations ...Of this we never made a secret. In fact, in my public speeches
during those days I always indicated that the struggle if it came would be of the nature of a much
vaster and bigger ‘42. But since it was made clear that no open conflict with the British was

necessary, we have stopped all such activities completely.’

If one closely look into the proceedings, reports and communication it would be clear that
functionally Sardar Patel was the most important leader of the group referred as ‘nationalists’ at
the political level. M. N. Roy, a great leftist ideologue and an intelligent reader of political
situation found him the most significant leader of the nationalists in India.’ This is a fair
statement if the organizational works of Congress is taken into consideration as a vital factor in

the Congress led national movement.

5 ] P wrote this letter on 11 June, 1947

¢ M. N. Roy had written after the death of Patel: “ In the two weeks since the virtual leader of the
nationalist India passed away, leaving vacant a position that he had held for thirty years. His death is in
fact greater loss than that of the Mahatma. The latter is honoured as the Father of the Nation. What India
is today, however, is rather a creation of Patel than of his master.”” (M. N. Roy, Men I met, Lavani
Publishing House, Bombay, 1968, p. 18.



If we take the assessment of M. N. Roy seriously we need to see how this leader of
nationalists had planned and pursued his political agenda in an age when things were quite

. . .
complex and there was no real picture of a new Indian nation.

In this story of Sardar Patel there is one angle which can be called Savarkarite angle
which has not been given much attention. This view has been presented most cleatly by
Dhananjay Keer, a biographer of Savarkar. His principal argument was that Patel used the
Savarakraite line after Wavell’s Shimla meet. He has given some instances to suggest that after
Gandhi’s efforts to reach out to Jinnah came into light Patel was very upset and he threatened to
leave Congtess if these kind of secret moves were made again. He has also argued that when the
Wavell’s declaration came after the meet, Hindu Mahasabha was unable to put Hindu
Mahasabha case strongly and in between this declaration and the crucial elections of 1945-46
which put a stamp on the demand of Pakistan by the Muslim voters Patel was able to follow the
anti-League line to get the initiative for the Congress. At that time Savarkar was unable to
actively take part in the election campaign and thus Patel was able to project Congress as the

representative of all Hindus. *

kkok

Any comprehensive assessment of a historical figure like Sardar Patel is a very time taking
process as the materials are massive and interpretations are very confusing. This confusion is not
due to the lack of materials as such. The real confusion is due to the approach of historians and
writers who have tried not to tell the story of these years dispassionately. Most intriguing is the
way four key personalities have been dealt with. The pressure of keeping Nehru and Patel’s
struggle separately is most problematic. One is seen as an idealist and other the pragmatic as if

the fruits of the pragmatic man’s did not reach to the idealist! > As a result of historians’ selective

7 In this connection Jawaharlal Nehru’s broadcast message of 3 June, 1947 is an interesting document. It
has four interesting observations which do not gel together. He says : “ (Due to the works of Interim
Government under Nehru in last eight months) India has advanced nationally and internationally, and is
respected today in the councils of the world...You know well the difficulties which the country had to
face, economic, political and communallemphasis added)... At no time we lost faith in the great destiny of
India...For generations we have dreamt and struggled for a free, independent and united India. The
proposal to allow certain parts to secede if they so will is painful for any of us to contemplate.” (K. M.
Munshi, Indian Constitutional Documents: Pilgrimage to Freedom Vol 11, Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, 2013, p.189-
199)

8 For specific references to arguments along these lines see Dhananjay Keer, Veer Savarkar, Popular
Prakashan, Mumbai, 2019 [originally published in 1950 under the title : Savarkar and His Times]|, pp. 368-
369 and elsewhere in the book there are several quotes which try to argue along this line.

° In this connection a reading of Kuldip Nayar can give an idea how there has been an unnecessary
pressure on writers to be negative towards Patel. He writes: “Vallabhbhai Patel was anxious that all



approach an ambiguity has crept in. Also, there is an element of criticism of Gandhi’s
expression of shock over the Congress leadership’s acceptance of the partition of the country. B.
R. Nanda has made a pertinent observation that to historian, it is a fact that since 1940, when the
Lahore resolution for Pakistan came up, the “Congress had been continually softening its stand
under the impact of the League’s strident propaganda and the confrontation with the British

10
rulers.”

It would not be possible to take into consideration all these angles in this work. It is
mentioned here to suggest that any study of Sardar’s political moves of this phase needs more

research from different angles.

In this work some of the key elements such as overall assessment, his engagements with
different issues as they came and his public response are addressed. Some of those issues on
which many scholars have already worked such as Kashmir, Hyderabad, Junagarh are not
discussed in details. In this work the main attention is on Patel’s political engagements and his

overall approach to see what was needed to be done to the best interests of the country.

It needs to be said that Indian leaders were not in the process of mobilizing the people
during this phase. They were more into working on the process of inheriting the power from the
British Raj. Once that was worked out between the Government, Congress and the League there
were issues of transfer of power and sharing the resources. With the transfer of power to two
Constituent Assemblies in 1947, the challenge of solving the issues the nascent nation state was
confronting with. This involved keeping the Congress interests and government’s control over
the system. Patel was in the thick of things in all these without leaving the legacy of the National
Movement. There were challenging political forces in the country which found Patel as a leader
who represented nationalist interests and not the socialist project which they liked to believe was
Nehru’s project too. It seems there was an illusion among many Socialist and Communist leaders
that Nehru was unable to carry his socialist ideas because the Congress was in a nationalist leader

Patel’s control. That made Patel a target for those leaders. Nehru and his supporters allowed this

Hindus and Sikhs should leave West Pakistan; he cared little for the Muslims who he thought had better
leave India as they had achieved what they wanted: Pakistan. (p.9) ... As Muslims were not safe on the
streets of Delhi, most of them moved to Purana Qila for security...Strangely, both Patel and the
president of the constituent assembly Dr Rajendra Prasad, reacted strongly to Jawahral Nehru’s proposal
to reverse certain residential areas in Delhi for Muslism... It reflected the general anti-Muslim bias. (p.15)
One can see similar observations in this book in which Patel was seen negatively who had seen the
partiton days and was well aware of the details. He had worked with the prominent leaders and had
interacted with Lord Mountbatten and many important office bearers of those day later. (See Kuldip
Nayar, Beyond the Line: An Autobiographyl, Roli, Delhi, 2018 [2012])

10 B. R. Nanda, I Search of Gandhi: Essays and Reflections, OUP, 2002, p. 149-150



to happen not to belittle Patel’s influence in the Party and the Government, which was unlikely
to happen, but to keep a distinction between the secular, liberal and a follower of Gandhi Nehru
and a communal, conservative and rightist Gandhi supporter such as Patel, Rajendra Prasad,
Rajgopalachari and G B Pant. This was unfair to Patel and his policies. A proper scrutiny had
never been made how Patel can be considered communal. An exhaustive biography of Sardar
Patel written by Rajmohan Gandhi has made it clear that Patel never attempted to pose as a
leader of both Hindus and Muslim. His heart was a Hindu’s heart, to use Rajmohan Gandhi’s
phrase, but he was just and he sincerely believed that the Muslims, who had till the
Independence had supported the Pakistan movement could not become Indian in heart
overnight. In one of his most controversial speeches, delivered in Calcutta, he had expressed his
opinion in a clear language. A discussion on this passage will be taken up in the third section of
this project report. He wanted the Muslim leaders to come clean over it and he wanted their
expression of support for Indian government. If we compare his attitude and that of Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad then it becomes clear that by no means Patel can be considered communal if

we consider Maulana a seculat.

Sardar thought in a manner which made sense to people who understood the dynamics of
politics better. He tried to see processes and people in which commitment to national cause
remained of paramount importance. Here it can be mentioned that Once Sardar Patel decided to
follow the non-violent political path of Gandhi and Congress he remained totally committed to
that. While serving the organisation and the country he made some difficult decisions which
were not likely by some, but this did not make much impact on him. In the post Chauri Chaura
situation when many Congressmen, including some prominent ones, were against the withdrawal
of the movement by Gandhi, Vallabhbhai remained Gandhi’s biggest political supporter. 1927
onwards, particularly after 1936 the pressure to take up issues related to peasants was mounting
on the Congress. In 1928 Vallabhbhai Patel leading a peasant movement at Bardoli (Surat,
Gujarat) was seen as a sign of success of Congress led peasant movement, but he never got
tempted to drift towards any radical line. In fact, this clear cut pragmatic Gandhian approach
elevated Vallabhbhai to a national leader with a difference. Vallabhbhai always said and
maintained that he was a disciplined soldier of the Congress and Gandhi. He was likely to be the
President of Congress in a vital session of Karachi in 1930, but as mentioned before, when he
found that Gandhi wanted his friend’s son and a young leader to be the President, Patel accepted
that. Discipline, organisational interest and the national interest were three cardinal principles
which Sardar followed. If he accepted any principle then he tried to put all his energies behind

that. He was a keen observer and a good reader of situation. To him, the Congress was being



weakened due to organisational deficiencies. There was no real discipline which could guide the
Congress. The Congress represented various kinds of views and interests. He could notice that
some new forces, who preferred to see the senior and older leaders as conservative, were trying
to guide the Congress in a different direction after the Civil Disobedience Movement. He was
quick to realise that most of these new forces were carrying links with those who tried to counter
Gandhi ten years ago. He quickly made necessary preparation to counter this line of political

actions in the nineteen twenties.

Sardar Patel, unlike Subhas Chandra Bose and Jawaharlal Nehru, focused more on
organisational aspects of movement and he did not think that senior leaders in general and
Gandhi in particular had lost their relevance. So, to guide the Congress his prescription was
simple. He wanted the Congressmen to follow Congress Working Committee and Gandhi. He
knew that if that control was not applied there was a chance that the Congressmen could move
in different directions. From this point, he took over the real charge of running the Congress
with strictness only he could afford. Gandhi had been in the role of guide. He gave the lead and
the entire responsibility of how to execute his plans was the responsibility of Patel. He was the

real boss of the Congress 1934 onwards.

From 1934 to 1939, Sardar had to deal with some tricky issues. Initially he had reasons to be
uncomfortable with the Socialists, who respected Gandhi but disliked Gandhi’s most trusted
organisation man Patel. How Patel tried to deal with Socialists and the challenge of Subhas
Chandra Bose in 1938-1939 is a quite complicated story. Some of these would be discussed later
in this study. With Subhas Chandra Bose Patel’s problem was different. For Patel the real issue
with of Subhas Chandra Bose was that he did not accept the organisational discipline. Patel had a
personal issue with Bose, but it can be said that this was not the reason for his dislike for Bose.
On many occasions, both during the struggle for control over the Congress and and after Sadar
considered Bose a patriot. If one takes into account how Sarat Bose, brother of Subhas Chandra
Bose, and Sardar Patel cooperated later with mutual trust, it is obvious that Patel did not carry

personal grudge against Bose and his associates. His differences were political and not personal.

During 1939 to 1942 the political developments has speeded up and particularly after the
Government’s decision to announce India” support for British without any consultation with the
Congtress leadership was a blow for Patel. There was a growing desire among the rank and file of
the Congress workers that the Organisation should start a nationwide campaign against the

British government. This was desired by Bose when he was the President, but then the situation



was not clear. But, now the Congress was completely wrong footed. In this delicate situation,

Gandhi was in a difficult situation.

The growing challenge of Jinnah led Muslim League’s campaign for Pakistan added another
big challenge for the Congress. The attitude towards the British government was the key issue.
When Gandhi was moving towards the decision of launching a movement he was solidly
supported by Patel. As already mentioned there were many, including Jawaharlal Nehru, C.
Rajgopalachari and Maulana Azad who were not convinced about the timing of launching the
movement when the British were fighting against the Germany in Europe. But, Gandhi was
supported by Patel. There is a view that Gandhi launched the movement with an understanding
that the British side would lose the War. Sardar Patel and G. D. Bitla, who were trusted by
Gandhi, also had similar opinion. So, in the difficult situation for British, Gandhi thought the
intent of Congress to launch a movement could make the British think differently. They were
expected to listen to the Congress’s suggestion of transferring the power to Indians. But, it was
not to be. British crushed the 1942 Movements. In the volatile days of the Quit India Movement

Patel was whole-heartedly with Gandhi.

In June 1945 Sardar Patel was released. He was by now clear that the British Imperialism
was on its last legs internationally. He had been saying this repeatedly. To some other leaders
also it was clear that the British wanted to leave India. In next two years time Patel worked for

the fulfilment of the Misson of life -to free India.

The three sections the work has tried to follow the activities and his approach to the political
developments of the last five years to argue that in the complex historical contexts of 1945 and
1950 it was Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel who laid the foundation of Modern India by first leading
the Congress in the years leading to ‘transfer of power’ or independence, whichever way one
looks at it, and then by doing the necessary maneuverings, sometimes with tactful and strictness,
to unite India against many odds. He was a pragmatic deputy to a idealist Prime Minister
magnitude of whose works could be understandable even to Nehru once he was gone. Sardar’s
role has been acknowledged by the then leaders, including Rajendra Prasad and Jawaharlal
Nehru, but, unfortunately historians did not give him due recognition. He was misunderstood on
many points and his differences with Gandhi and Nehru had sometimes been allowed to make a
shadow on his role as a maker of independent India. This work is an attempt to see the acts and
approach of Sardar Patel in the historical context to move in the direction of doing justice to his

him. Many more works may be necessary in this direction.
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